Field Preparation Duties

Field Care. 

Realize that field care is both teams’ responsibility.  The quality and safety of our games depend upon managers who ensure that the specified, simple steps are taken to protect and preserve our fields. When fields are wet, arrive early to prepare, but do not overload them with drying agent, or play on them when wet.  Sometimes, it is better to let a field dry naturally.  You should appoint a field care manager for your team to ensure that those duties are performed, and that they will not interfere with your pre and postgame time with your team.

Responsibilities:

The home team is responsible for preparing the field for play and returning all equipment to the storage shed or field box after the last game of the day.  The visiting team should help with all preparations and cleanup.  Preparing the field includes: raking the infield and base paths (base paths must be raked only in the direction of the base path to keep the dirt on the field); chalking the foul lines, batter's boxes, and base coachers' boxes; and installing all bases.  The home team also is responsible for filling in all holes and dragging the field following the last game of the day.  See “Field Care Preparation Standards” below:

Field Preparation Standards

Unless otherwise noted, the home team is responsible for the following:
1. Make an initial safety sweep of your playing field.

2. After any use, all infields must be dragged and/or raked, with particular attention paid to filling in low spots.

3. Holes in the pitchers mound and batter’s box should be filled and compressed if possible. Any serious repairs should be reported to the Fields & Facilities Committee.  Rake so as not to sweep dirt off of the infield. For example, when raking the first and third baselines, rake in the direction of the foul line.

4. Empty the field garbage cans as necessary (always empty when greater than half full).

5. The five-gallon garbage cans/pump buckets in each dugout should be emptied as needed or at the end of the day's games.

6. Both teams must clean their dugouts and bleacher areas of all trash and loose objects.

7. Every Saturday, the first teams to play on a field shall:

a. Sweep the dugouts and rake up the infield grass areas next to fences to remove litter and rocks;

b. Fill the five-gallon line marker buckets in the field boxes.  Leave them full for the next teams.

c. Clean and straighten the field boxes.

d. Extend some care to the bullpens and batting cages, raking low areas.

After Rain:

1. First, realize that the best method for drying a field may be for Mother Nature to take her course.  A herculean effort that leaves a field barely playable and distorts it in the long run is a bad idea. If we can assist Mother Nature without doing long-term damage to the field, then continue, as follows.

2. Remove any mud but only as much as necessary.  Place this material in the field mix retention areas at the end of each dugout. Backfill low, damp areas with dry field mix from existing piles.  Compress the new mix in thin layers.

3. Use drying agents only as a last resort, in modest quantities.  Drying agents are intended to play a small, specialized role in field recovery. They are not the sole method for doing so.  Drying agents harden when dry and can ruin the fields.
